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Overview

e Aims and purpose of the Handbook
e The needitis responding to

e An overview of the contents and structure of the
Handbook

e How the Handbook can be used by those working with

children — teachers, social workers, nurses, judges, play
workers, immigration officers — to support and facilitate

children’s participation




Aims and Purpose

e Raise awareness and understanding of meaningful
children’s participation in decision-making amongst those
who work with children

e Provide practical advice and guidance on doing it!

e Encourages a shift of emphasis in practice:

o Towards dialogue: Listen — Act — Change

o Improving access for all children including amongst others: young
children, children with disabilities, Roma and migrant children




Why a handbook?

e |mportant to look at the day to day experiences of children
e Assessment reports frequently highlight an implementation gap.

e How children’s experiences are influenced by the knowledge and capacity of
adults around them to respect and promote their right to be heard.

e The imperative for training professionals working with and for children.

e Barriers:
o Education and training systems for many professionals are fragmented,;
o Curricula are already overcrowded
o Too little incentive to make the changes

e Shifting the paradigm.




Features of meaningful participation

Space Voice

Provision of safe and Provision of information and

inclusive time and space for support to facilitate
participation expression of views

Meaningful

Participation

Audience
Ensuring that children are Inﬂuence

able to express views to Ensuring that views are acted
people who have a on, as appropriate
responsibility to listen

Lundy L. Voice is not enough: Conceptualising Article 12 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. British Educational Research Journal. 2007 ' 0
Dec;33(6)(6):927-942



‘Having the right, the means, the space, the
opportunity and where necessary the support to freely
express their views, to be heard and to contripute to
decision-making on matters affecting them, their
Views being given due weight in accordance with their
age and maturity’

— Council of Europe definition of (children’s) participation




Contents

Sections
1. Theory and Practice e Advice
2. Developing Participatory e Standards &

Organisations and Environments .
e Examples from practice

3. Participation of Individual
Childrepn - e Practice Notes [g ‘ﬁ

e Useful Checklists
e Hints and Tips

4. Collective Participation

5. Resources
6. + Annexes




1 Understanding children's participation

theory and practice

e Children’s right to have their views taken into account in
matters that affect them

e Why is child participation so important?
e The process of children’s participation — what's involved?
e [nfluence in the children’s participation process

e Doing it well — safe, ethical, inclusive and impactful
participation

e Enabling environments




2 Developing participatory organizations

and environments

A series of steps that professionals can take to co-create with
children, an environment where meaningful, ethical and effective
participation can thrive (with examples)

1. Ensuring ownership at the highest level
Undertaking an assessment of current play
Developing organisational policy and procedures

Building staff capacity
Establishing safe and accessible complaints mechanisms
Monitoring and reviewing implementation
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84 Individual and

collective participation

2 Connecting
with children |
7 Reniewing, Reflecting 3 Identifying Issues
and Starting Again and Priorities
1 Preparing _
6 Following up Actions and Planning 2 Mvestigating

Children’s Views

; 5 Takirlg Action 4

Larkins C. (2019) Excursions as Corporate Agents: A Critical Realist Account of Children’s Agency. Childhood 26(4) 414-429.
Larkins et al (2016) The Magic 6: Participatory action and learning experiences with Roma Youth




5 Resources

e |egal standards e Advocacy and child

e Underpinning theory activism

e (Guidance on children’s Participatory institutions
participation in different Monitoring and evaluation
settings or with different Training
groups Other

e Activities (Collective
Participation)




How to use the Handbook?

1. Understanding Section 1 makes it easier to apply the

practical advice that comes in the remainder of the
handbook.

2. Sections 2-4, take the reader through the key points with
illustrative examples, checklists, practice notes and hints
and tips.

3. Section 5, additional resources.
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Putting theory into practice of individual participatiorn™

Space

2 Connecting

: ith child
Audience BRELUEN Influence

7 Reniewing, Reflectinc :
and Starting Again Voice Space
1‘ Influence Audience

1 Preparing
6 Following up Actions and Planning

3 Identifying Issues
and Priorities

 Voice
N infuence.

4 Investigating
Children’s Views

Space Voice
: 5 Taking Action -
Audience Influence

Space
Audience




R O
- 1‘[‘1‘_[1‘*

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA



r _—__._ - m— J—
f\'r:r\; one. has 4he rgny TO
| rdwideal
CommumCaTe as on wd v

L-—---tf"ﬁl--:":‘.'_l‘;"-""_
i b s g W
s -ﬁ d"‘—_.—-_- s, ¥ el
' CNTALID =ahiie KRG C—'—h Py od B Cmweny

.
% ﬁ"’&*"}lix

.

- ]‘
|

| ¥=m

’ACCESSIBLEE :

Ir:”r:'}':' & :
MUST r ACESSIBLE Formats 22

; -",n
%F;! Scenario 3: GP’s appointment with Jake, 11 ygar old boy

\

: : Scenario 3: GP’s appointment with Jake, 11 year old boy

L

L
|
il

MORE VIDEOS

> w

"Meeting as humans”



Following Children’s Agendas



Space
Time

Independent
Support
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What are you doing to reach out to individual children in the context
of the pandemic?
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What are the challenges?
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How are (your) organisations overcoming these?




Practice Note: Evolving Capacity

UN General Comment 12 states:

States Parties should presume that a child has the capacity to form her or his own views and

recognize that she or he has the right to express them; it is not up to the child to first prove her
or his capacity.

There can be no assessment of a child's best interest without an understanding of their views.

e Children can form and express views from the earliest age - don’t see age as a
barrier

e Children can make or contribute to complex decisions - don’t confine the range of
ISsues you involve them in.

e Recognise diverse capacities - don't overestimates or underestimates @0






Feedback







What does it look like?

Children’s
forums,
Research and parllame_rts, Early years
consultations ~ COUNCS and school
engagement
Special Campaigns
interest and
groups advocacy
Conferences Media and
and seminars broadcasting

Peer Policy
education  analysis




Where it takes place?

All children, wherever they are.
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What are the 2 biggest barriers you face in engaging groups of
children in decision-making?

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Time / Le temps Money / L'argent Attitudes / Des Lack of support Lack of skills / Other / Autre
attitudes from senior Manque de
managers / manque compeétences

de soutien des...




Handbook: Collective Participation

Making Building
preparations @ Relationships

Investigating
children’'s

ViIews Review and
Reflection

Providing
Information

Audience

& Taking action LA
Influence
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EXAMPLE

Consultations with young
children in RosCommon, Ireland

Marie Gibbons & Caroline Duignan
Roscommon CYPSC and TUSLA Child and Family Agency



